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Introduction

Luke 15:1-2 (NLT) 'Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to
listen to Jesus teach. °This made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law
complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with
them!

Lost

Luke 15:3-7 (NLT) 3So Jesus told them this story: *“If a man has a hundred sheep
and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won't he leave the ninety-nine others
in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? *And
when he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. When he
arrives, he will call together his friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me
because | have found my lost sheep.’’In the same way, there is more joy in heaven
over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others
who are righteous and haven't strayed away!”

A. Lost people to God.

Luke 15:7 (NLT) “In the same way, there is more joy in heaven over one lost
sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are
righteous and haven’t strayed away!”

Luke 15:8-10 (NLT) 8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses
one. Won't she light a lamp and sweep the entire house and search carefully
until she finds it? °’And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and
neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because | have found my lost coin.’ "°In
the same way, there is joy in the presence of God'’s angels when even one
sinner repents.”

Luke 15:9-10 (NLT) °“And when she finds it, she will call in her friends and
neighbors and say, ‘Rejoice with me because | have found my lost coin.” "°In
the same way, there is joy in the presence of God'’s angels when even one
sinner repents.”

Luke 15:11-13 (NLT) ""To illustrate the point further, Jesus told them this
story: “A man had two sons. '*The younger son told his father, | want my
share of your estate now before you die.” So his father agreed to divide his
wealth between his sons. *A few days later this younger son packed all his
belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money
in wild living.”

Luke 15:18-19 (NLT) 1 will go home to my father and say, “Father, | have
sinned against both heaven and you, >and | am no longer worthy of being
called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”

Luke 15:20-24 (NLT) 2°“So he returned home to his father. And while he was
still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and
compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. ?'His son said
to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you, and | am no
longer worthy of being called your son.”??But his father said to the servants,
‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his
finger and sandals for his feet. 2And kill the calf we have been fattening. We
must celebrate with a feast, *for this son of mine was dead and has now
returned to life. He was lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.”

B. lwas
Found

Matthew 13:44-46 (NLT) ““The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man
discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything
he owned to get enough money to buy the field. “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven
is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. “When he discovered a pearl
of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!”

Matthew 6:33 (NLT) Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live
righteously, and he will give you everything you need.

Father God, | know | am lost. | am ready to be found. | have tried to fill the
emptiness in my life with other things. | know only you can fill it. Come into
my life, forgive me for my sins, and teach me to follow you. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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